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VARNISH-MAKING

In making varnish of acaroid resin, the resin, red or
yellow, is pulverized, and dissolved in alcohol on a sand-
bath or a water-bath. The residue, considerable in amount
(especially with red resin), is repeatedly washed with
alcohol, and these washings added to the solution. A
common formula calls for 10 parts of resin with n parts
of alcohol, in which a suitable proportion (about 20 per
cent) of soft resin, such as rosin or Venice turpentine, is
dissolved; this makes a serviceable varnish. The latter
ingredients are to prevent the varnish from flaking off;
copaiba balsam or castor-oil may be used for the same
purpose. If a harder varnish is desired, some shellac is
added.
Sandarac and mastic varnishes are made as follows:
ELASTIC VARNISHES:
(a)  Sandarac................................      50 parts
Venice turpentine.........................        7.5 "
Alcohol..................................    150     "
(b)  Sandarac.................................      20 parts
Mastic...................................      10    "
Rosin....................................       10    "
Camphor................................        2    "
Alcohol..................................    120   "
WHITE VARNISH SUITABLE FOR BOOKBINDERS:
(c)  Sandarac......................,,..........        6 parts
Mastic...................................        3    "
Elemi....................................        3   "
Alcohol.................................    150    "
(d) Sandarac.................................      25 parts
Venice turpentine.........................      15    "
Alcohol..................................     100   "
FOR USE AS A PAPER VARNISH:
(e)  Sandarac.................................      50 parts
*   Thick turpentine..........................      30    "
Alcohol..................................    150   "